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Oussama Baalbaki, médaille d’argent (peinture)

Le Libanais Qussama Baalbaki
a remporté la médoille d’argent
au concours de peinture pour sa
foile intitulée Nature morte et re-
présentant I'autobus délabré de
Ain el-Remmaneh. Dans cette
méme catégorie, c’est Aleksan-
dra Petrusevka (ex-République

yougoslave de Macédoine) qui
a décroché la médaille d'or, et
Liliona Rusu (Roumanie), celle
de bronze. En photographie,
Geneviéve Thauvette (Canada)
a eu la médaille d’or, Marielsa
Niels (France), celle en argent,
et Laurentiu Nastasa (Rouma-

nie), celle de bronze. ;

En sculpture, Julie Picard
(Canada Québec) a obtenu
la premiére place, Sarah Beck
(Canada) la deuxiéme et
Jean-Fostin Amougou (Came-
roun) s'est placé en troisiéme
position.
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Oussama Baalbaki ‘Nature Morte no. 130419

e buzz? An image
that 1s achingly familiar,
Oussama Baalbaki paints
‘Bostet Ain El Remmaneh’:
the bus gunned down by
Phalangist gunmen, killing
twenty-seven Palestinians
inside. A further nineteen
were also injured. The
work'’s title itself histori-
cally marks that bloody
date, 13th April 1975. It
was the massacre that
turned civil divisions into
a civil war, the bloody
conflict that would last
the next fifteen years
of history. Using a grey
scale palette, the empty
seventies bus is haunting
even to the unfamiliar eye.
Deserted seats, bullet holes
and an open door, it’s as if
the bus has arrived from
the underworld, eerily in-
viting the viewer for a ride.
Baalbaki's push and pull

brushstrokes give a sense
of movement, made all
the more haunting by the
artist’s disturbing choice
of focal point. This is not
a portrait. Nor a tribute.
With a Beirut skyline
appearing behind the
bus, it’s the monochrome
colours that give these
traditional painterly tech-
niques (acrylic on canvas)
their dark aura. Just try
and take your eyes off it.
Oussama Baal-
baki is one of the finest
painters in Lebanon
today. Graduating in
2002 from the Lebanese
University’s school of
fine arts, Baalbaki began
his career as an illustra-
tor for local newspapers
and magazine, as well as
designing book covers for
publishing houses such as
Dar Al Intishar Al Arabi

L)

and murals throughout the
Middle East. Born in Bei-
rut, 1978, the artist is still
based in the city, working
on his craft. Other recent
works include ‘Don’t wake
up the warrior’ (a captur-
ing of Che Guevara on
his deathbed) and ‘School
Bus under the Moonlight’,
which just like the above
portray their subjects in a
still life using black, white
and all that’s in between.
Vhere? The painting was
exhibited as part of last
year’s ‘Les Jeux de la Fran-
cophonie Beyrouth’, and
was awarded second prize,
losing out to Aleksandra
Petrusevska. It's now
available to view as part of
the Mokbel Art Collection
(www.mokbelartcollection.
com).
In three words

A ghost ride.
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Review
Oussama Baalbaki

wkk
There are some things that will
always seem wrong to me: babies

Especially for an artist you love
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Qussama Baalbaki has been
steadily developir
painting style

his undeniable

or years now, and

ill has wol

a series of sol

ind the |

Beirut’s major il

his distinctive

Art book

RectoVerso

If you haven't taken a stroll
down Monot Street during day-
light hours recently then now

is the time. Art lovers rejoice:
Gabriela Schaub and art critic
Cesar Nammour have opened
‘RectoVerso'. It's an intimate
library-cum-bookshop entirely
devoted to books on Lebanon's
plastic arts. Spurred on by

the success of last Novem-
ber’s Festival of Lebanese Art
Books, the pair have decided

to permanently set up shop.
Here, anyone curious about
painting, sculpture, photog-
raphy, architecture or interior
design can browse their public
library, pick up a book or two or
just sit down for a reasonably
priced espresso. Well-stocked
in otherwise hard-to-find titles,
such as years’ worth of Sursock
catalogues, the space is sure to
attract local students (drawn as
well to the free WiFi). Beyond
the books, RectoVerso will also
be hosting ‘piece of the month’,

Let's forget objectivity
for a moment: it’s true, this
art lover's opinion was
already forming as [ reluc
tantly climbed the stairs of
FFA private bank, barely
accessible to the general
public.

While the teen:
romanticism that art is not
controlled by the financial
market fell by the wayside
many a year ago, do not

denial. Banks equal not
just money, but the man;
the system. Art, at its very
least, should be an escape
from these institutions,
But, I'm not exactly

a social revolutionary; |
would have been content - albeit
to see Baalbaki's
floored reception,

including ‘Nature
highly-praised
in February’s Time Out —have been

a single artwork donated by

an established Lebanese art-
ist. You'll have the chance to
discuss the work with the artist
in person; a perfect example of
why RectoVerso is your new art
school, gallery, library and café
all rolled into one.

RectoVerso (01 333090) 121
Monot Str, Monot. Mon-Fri
10am-6pm.

divided between carpeted corridors
and private offices. Sigh

just one work: Don’t W
Warrior'. In this captivating acrylic
on-canvas painting, Baalbaki's
wdology is fully-fledged; the
cale palette, the thick brush
strokes, the mass technique. The
composition is immediately recog:
nisable; a still shot of Che Gi
on his deathbed. The overwhe
sense of the leader’s mortality

death of whom can also be se¢
the death of an ideal marked
a yellow butterfly, the composition’s
1 be written off

only colour. It cou

for me. I leave wishing this warrior
would wake up, and teach his cura.
tors a lesson

il May 4
Bank (01 985195)

. Foch Str, Doun
¥i 10am-Gpm.

town. Mon
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